Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and the CNS: prophylaxis and therapy in immunocompetent and HIV-positive individuals.
The involvement of the CNS in individuals with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma is a well-recognised complication. Despite the progress that has been made in controlling cancer at most sites in the body, the outcome of individuals affected by meningeal infiltration is dismal and few patients survive for more than a few months. There are few studies that have addressed the management of CNS disease in AIDS-associated non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, and treatment algorithms have been formulated secondary to protocols in immunocompetent individuals. The prevention and treatment of CNS disease is an important aspect of lymphoma management, and new medications, such as a sustained-release formulation of intrathecal cytarabine, will have an increasingly relevant role.